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Connor Kerton, Graduate Engineer

| joined JDR back in September of 2023 after having gained my bachelor’s degree in theoretical physics at
Newcastle University in the previous year. | have always enjoyed learning about the laws of physics and
the way the universe works, and moving into engineering provided an avenue where | could apply my
knowledge to real-world applications — for example by building finite element models to simulate heat
transfer and fluid flow around cables or performing physical testing and data analysis.

The graduate scheme at JDR involves rotating through multiple different departments for an extended
period, learning how they all function and interconnect to support each-other to provide the products and
services we deliver. For example, | have had the opportunity to work on live projects as part of the design
engineering team, do physical testing and investigations with the product development team, experience
the commercial side of the business with the tendering team, and do in-depth computational modelling
within the analysis team. After my rotations are completed at the end of this year, | will be given an
opportunity to move into a permanent position in the area of my choosing.

Working at JDR for the past two years has allowed me to significantly develop both my technical and
personal skills, through working on complex engineering problems both independently and collaboratively,
leading important meetings, and by being given the opportunity to be an ambassador for the company by
presenting my experiences during on site visits by schools and university students.
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| am excited for my future at JDR, as the graduates from previous years have all been successful and have
been given the opportunity to quickly progress within the company, which | am hopeful | will also be able to
do. | am glad | chose to join JDR as my first role, as | have always felt well-supported, as moving into a
professional role can be quite daunting at first.




